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AGRHYMET Regional Programme


1. PROGRESS OF RAINY SEASON

The surface position of the ITD (imaginary boundary separating warm and moist winds from dry northerly winds over West Africa) continued its southward retrogression to southern Mauritania, over central Mali and onto central Niamey as the season progressively winds up. 
Convective activities affected the Gambia, Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Gulf of Guinea States and Niamey resulting to the rainfall experienced during the dekad. 

1.1 WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA

During this dekad, the country experienced warm, humid and partly cloudy to cloudiness with few cases of widespread thunderstorms and rain sometimes accompanied by strong winds (squall). 
1.2 RAINFALL OUTLOOK FOR OCTOBER 11 – 20, 2013

Warm, humid and Variable cloudiness with isolated thundery activities/occasional outbreaks of thunderstorms are expected to affect the country during the period.  
1.3 RAINFALL OUTLOOK FOR OCTOBER 01 – 10, 2013

Generally warm and variable cloudiness with isolated thundery activities are expected.
2. RAINFALL SITUATION

Rainfall was recorded across the country during this dekad, but most was inland than the coastal areas and also with a lesser intensity and frequency compared to the month of September. Daily rainfall of between 0.1 and 31.1mm were recorded, resulting to dekadal totals ranging from 16.6mm over Banjul to 56.5 mm over Sapu (figure 1a), whilst the seasonal totals varied from the lowest of 681.0 mm over Kaur in the Eastern Third to 1497.7 mm over Sapu in the Middle Third (figure 1b).  
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Figure 1a: Dekadal rainfall distribution 
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Figure 1b: Seasonal rainfall distribution 

As at October 10, the country average stood at 1094.7mm, 5% below last year’s (1153.1mm) and 35% above the long term mean (808.3 mm) of 1981 to 2010. 

3.
AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

Average temperatures were below 30oC ranging between 25oC around the coast to 29 oC further inland areas, whilst maximum temperatures varied between 30 and 334oC a slight drop compare to the previous dekad. The minimum temperatures varied between 21 and 23oC also slightly drop compared the last dekad. 

Average maximum relative humidity (RH) stood at 96%, whist the minimum stood at 58%. This shows the air continued to be humid. 

Wind speeds during the dekad were light, moderate and strong ranging from 11km/hr to 61km/hr across the country.  Sunshine duration varied between 5.7 to 9hrs across the country. 

5.   
AGRICULTURAL SITUATION
Early millet is been harvested and some upland rice fields. Groundnuts continued to varied between flowering (late planted)/pegging/pod formation and maturity depending on the planting dates. Rice transplantation is also ongoing in the swamp fields. 

	Composition of MWG:

          Department of Water Resources

          Planning Services - Department of Agriculture (DOA)

          Communication, Extension & Education Services - DOA              

          Animal Health & Production Services - DOA

          Plant Protection Services - DOA

National Environment Agency
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